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April 16, 2019 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing this letter in support of the Ecoforestry Institute Society, who hold Wildwood 

Ecoforest in trust and wish to purchase six acres that were once part of Wildwood.  

 

I became aware of Merve Wilkinson back in the 1980s when I was engaged as an environmental 

activist in some of the battles over the future of B.C.’s forests.  In those days, the forest industry 

(like the fossil fuel industry today on the challenge of climate change) made the issue logging 

jobs or protection of trees as if they were mutually exclusive.  When I filmed for a two hour 

special on forestry for The Nature of Things, I interviewed three loggers in a MacMillan-Bloedel 

cut-block near Ucluelet and told them I worked as a carpenter for eight years and love working 

with wood.  “No one I know in the environmental movement is against logging”, I told them, 

“we just want to be sure your children and grandchildren will be able to log forests like the ones 

you are cutting down now”.  Immediately one of the loggers retorted “No way my kids will go 

into logging.  There won’t be any trees left”!   

 

Merve’s forest and his logging practices were a prime example of truly sustainable forestry 

practices.  It isn’t a matter of jobs or trees as over a period of more than half a century, he logged 

six times, taking a total volume of wood equal to the entire forest on his property when he 

bought it, yet having more wood growing than when he purchased it.  It was an astounding 

performance that allowed him to benefit economically by logging while maintaining the integrity 

of the forest.  His legacy, Wildwood, is a priceless demonstration that it is possible to harvest 

trees while protecting the forest and provides a valuable model to transform forestry.  

 

The children’s story about the goose that laid golden eggs showed us how greed led its owners to 

kill the goose in a futile effort to get more eggs right away, an attitude that has dominated the 

forest industry for decades.  Merve showed us so long as a forest is treated like the goose and 

kept intact and healthy, it can continue to yield its riches indefinitely.  It is a false dichotomy to 

pose the challenge as jobs or trees.  And today in a time of catastrophic climate change, forests 

are one of the major components of carbon capture and sequestration, yet trees are being cut 

down unsustainably at an accelerating rate, thereby increasing the atmospheric concentration of 

carbon.  Protection of all forests and massive reforestation where trees have already been lost 

must be a crucial part of reducing the impact of climate change. I believe Wildwood can play an 

important role in demonstrating how we can treat forests in future.  
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Wildwood, of course, is a tiny part of once was a vast blanket of trees covering most of the 

province. But it is hugely important as a demonstration and learning centre. The six acres that are 

being sought for purchase belong to the original area that Merve bought and will add 

significantly to the old growth components of Wildwood. I am pleased that the EIS places such a 

high value on our Coastal Forest biodiversity, and I support their efforts to purchase 6 acres of 

Old Growth Coastal Douglas-fir forest adjacent to Wildwood, to protect this neighbouring forest 

from logging and development.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
David Suzuki, 

grandfather and elder 

 

 

 

 


